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by Joseph Raffael

“And as the eye is the best composer, so
light is the first of painters.” —raph Waldo Emerson

Orchids for Juan (2001; watercolor
on paper, 37x53%) Orchids for Juan s one of the many paintings-within-a-painting that appear in Joseph

Raffael’s Scenes From A Life: The Studio Wall (o7 page 34). Look for it just above
the table, tucked bebind his painring mppfz'es. The artist acpfa;'m the personm:' ugmﬁ—
cance of the painting and the story behind it:

Orchids for Juan was painted in homage to Juan Gonzalez, a brilliant artist who
died of AIDS in 1992. He and | were among the first artists to show at Nancy
Hoffman's gallery when it opened in 1972. My wife Lannis and | loved Juan and his
work. Early on, we purchased Untitled (Birds), one of his colored pencil drawings. In
it, there are shadows of birds on the walls. Birds were important to me as a subject
in my early work, and have only become more so in my new paintings. For me, birds
have always symbolized the human spirit. Over the years Juan's painting, as art so
often does, influenced our “seeing”; we saw shadows differently thanks to him.
Then, years later, after Juan had died, Lannis gave me orchid plants in blossom
for my studio as a Christmas gift. One Winter dawn, | entered the studio, and the
sun’s light was pouring in, creating these beautiful never-to-be-repeated shad-
ows of some of our caged birds, intermingling with the orchids. | quickly photo-
graphed the view. Juan had also made beautiful works which included orchids—it

was instantly clear that this work | would do was to honor his memory.

To read more about Joseph Raffael’s work, see “The Story of the Artist” on page 34.

To see the Juan Gonzalez painting that
inspired this work, visit www.water
colormagic.com/gonzalez.asp.
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